
Page 1: Mid-afternoon.  A man runs desperately through a light rain storm, covered in blood, down a hill 

away from an old Stave Norwegian church. 

Pages 2-3: He opens the doors to a tavern along a waterfront marketplace.  Inside is a beautiful, fair-

skinned pregnant woman, gingerly cleaning the tops of the tavern’s tables.  She looks up nervously to see 

her husband’s state of being, and asks what happened.  The man tells his wife that there are a lot of things 

about him that she doesn’t know and begins with his real name, Carlo Romano. 

Pages 4-5: A montage of an abusive father and lazy, drug addicted mother.  The father beats a young boy 

with the smell of liquor filling the air.  The imagery is contrasted with a church scene of the parents 

shaking hands and laughing with family and friends as the young boy hides bruises on his arms.  Flash 

over to another scene, this time on a rainy New York City night.  Carlo is walking with his partner, “Itch” 

when he receives a phone call.  After he hangs up, he turns to “Itch” and says “we have another job to 

do”.  The two make their way to Carlo’s car and start driving. 

Pages 6-8:  Carlo explains the job to “Itch” and tells them that they are heading over to “some shithole in 

Midtown West”.  They arrive at the parking lot of the apartment complex.  Carlo pops open the trunk and 

“itch” retrieves a 2x4 with a malicious grin on his face and Carlo takes out a few rounds for a 9mm pistol 

and sticks them in his jacket pocket.  Carlo closes the trunk and the two head inside. 

Pages 8-12:  Carlo and “Itch” climb a set of dimly lit stairs in the back of the building and take them to 

the fifth floor.  They arrive at apartment number 53B and knock on the door.  An Irishman in his early 

40’s answers the door and motions for them to enter.  Carlo and “Itch” stand in a kitchen waiting for the 

man, Ricky O’Connell to bring them the money.  “Itch’s” hands begin to tremble as he clenches the 

board, Carlo notices.  The man returns with a duffle bag and lays it on the table.  As O’Connell goes to 

open the bag, “Itch” slams the 2x4 into the back of the man’s head. 

Pages 13-15: “Itch” pounces on the man, beating him mercilessly.  Carlo tries to push him off but to no 

avail.  Carlo looks up and sees a little girl looking horrified.  “Itch” looks up and notices the same thing.  

“Itch” moves towards the girl.  Carlo quickly takes out his gun and shoots “Itch” in the head.  Carlo goes 

to try to calm the girl, but she immediately freaks out and runs screaming into the halls.  Neighbors start 

opening their doors and Carlo panics and runs out of the apartment. 

Pages 16-17: Carlo fumbles his car keys around in his hands until he gets ahold of them.  He gets in his 

car and drives away.  Carlo arrives at his apartment and nervously paces around his living room.  He calls 

his friend Lou and explains the situation.  Carlo packs a duffle bag and leaves. 

Pages 18-19: Carlo arrives at Lou’s apartment.  Lou takes his picture and works his magic in a secret back 

room.  Lou constructs a fake driver’s license and passport and give’s it to Carlo.  They leave for the 

airport.   

Pages 20-21: Lou leaves Carlo at the sidewalk of the Departing Flights section of the airport.  Carlo’s 

nerves get the best of him as he retreats to the restrooms and breaks down in a stall.  Carlo wrestles with 

himself and eventually calms himself down.  Carlo goes to the ticket counter area and heads to the line for 

international flights.  Carlo goes through an inner monologue debating all of the places he can go.  When 

it’s his turn to get to the counter, Carlo says Norway as his destination. 

Pages 22-24: Carlo sits at the departure gate.  He looks up at the television as a news report of the 

evening’s incident in on.  Carlo sees the little girl, crying and being escorted away by police.  He sees two 

body bags being removed from the scene and money being confiscated by police.  Carlo buries his face in 

his hands.  Story flashes over to the mob bosses in a secluded New York restaurant watching the same 



news story.  They tell their cronies to “find Carlo”.  Flash over to the airport.  A PA announcement comes 

on announcing the departure of Carlo’s flight.  He grabs his duffle bag and sets off. 

Page 25:  Several hours into the flight.  Carlo looks over at an elderly woman using his shoulder as a 

pillow.  His eyes meet that of the person sitting on his other side, near the window, a priest.  Carlo 

introduces himself as Nicholas Gonzalez.  They talk. 

Page 26:  The flight lands and Carlo and the priest share transportation to a small and relatively secluded 

town.  They pass the town sign that says, “Floro”.  They pull up to a hostel and Carlo gets out.  The priest 

speaks through an open window. “If you need some work, come by my church at the top of the hill”.  

Carlo nods, turns around and heads into the hostel. 

Pages 27-28: Montage of Carlo walking the streets of Floro trying to communicate with the locals, 

perusing stands in the marketplace and sitting at a bar in a tavern.  A beautiful waitress who speaks 

English with a heavy Norwegian accent takes his order.  Montage of Carlo getting to know the bartender 

Kari and her father, the owner, Lars.  Carlo inquires about working for the tavern. 

Pages 29-30: Carlo walks up the hill to Father Hagen’s old Stave Church.  He enters and is greeted by a 

happy Hagen.  They go to his back office and talk over what he will be doing.  Montage of the next year 

of Carlo fixing the church’s roof, cleaning the floors and windows and serving at Sunday brunches.  

Pages 31-33: Night scene.  Carlo takes trash out of the back of the tavern and sees a teenage boy, Leif, 

spray painting the wall.  Carlo confronts him and brings him to Lars.  Lars yells at the boy while Kari 

translates for Carlo.  Carlo feels bad for the boy and pleads Lars to let him work off the damage.  Carlo 

takes Leif out back and watches him paint over the graffiti.  Montage of Carlo and Leif working together, 

awkwardly trying to communicate. 

Pages 34-35: Carlo comes to Father Hagan and tells him about Leif.  Hagan tells Carlo he is proud of him 

for taking a troubled young man and giving him a chance at a legitimate life.  Hagan tells Carlo to focus 

on his life at the tavern, but Carlo promises to keep helping Hagan with the church’s Sunday brunches. 

Pages 36-38: Carlo is unloading boxes during the day in the tavern, admiring Kari from afar.  Carlo stops 

what he’s doing and asks Kari out for a date.  Kari smiles and agrees.  Montage of Carlo and Kari’s 

relationship blossoms over the next sixteen months.  Carlo enters Lars’ office and asks to speak with him 

privately.  Lars smiles and closes the door, knowing what’s coming.  Carlo asks Lars for his daughter’s 

hand in marriage and Lars agrees.  The two shake hands excitedly and Carlo leaves.  Flash forward to 

Carlo and Kari getting married in the Stave church by Father Hagan and a town-wide celebration ensues. 

Pages 39-40: Carlo is working a Sunday brunch at a church when Kari races to him looking panicked.  

Flash forward to a hospital bedside of Lars dying with Kari holding his hand, crying while Carlo stands 

holding his wife’s shoulders.  Flash forward to Kari putting her name on the door of the owner’s office.  

Carlo and Leif taking on extra responsibilities.   

Pages 41-43: Flash to Carlo and Kari’s bedroom.  Carlo brushes his teeth as Kari looks at him.  Carlo, 

feeling a tad awkward, asks Kari what’s up.  Kari tells Carlo she’s pregnant.  The two get excited and 

embrace each other.  Flash forward to the tavern.  Carlo and Kari tell Leif, who is serving Father Hagan, 

and he gets excited and group hugs the two of them.  Hagan warmly offers his congratulations. 

Pages 44-47: Carlo walks the streets of the waterfront market place to buy a few things for the upcoming 

Sunday brunch.  Out of the corner of his eye he notices a man, who is clearly not a local, with slicked 

back hair and a shady look.  Carlo inadvertently catches the eye of the man.  Carlo panics, drops the 



basket, and starts walking quickly out of the market with the man in pursuit.  Eventually it turns into a 

fight, and Carlo ends up killing the man in a blind rage.  He races back to the church. 

Pages 48-50: Carlo confesses everything to Father Hagen.  Hagen is angry but keeps his composure.  He 

tells Carlo to leave the town for the sake of his wife and unborn child.  Carlo runs down the hill to the 

tavern. 

Page 51: Carlo returns to the tavern. He starts to drink heavily to try and calm himself down.  Montage of 

Carlo being distant with Kari.  She tries getting him to open up, but to no avail. 

Page 52-56: Carlo wakes up to townsfolk screaming in the streets.  When he reaches the top of the hill, he 

can see the doors to the church cracked open. Father Hagan is on his knees as Carlo’s friend Lou stands 

over him with a pistol pointed at the Reverend’s head.  Lou recounts his own tale of going into hiding in 

Costa Rica.  Carlo makes a move for the gun.  Lou fires.  Hagan is dead.  Carlo tackles Lou, prying the 

gun from his hands.  He lowers the pistol and tells Lou to get out. Carlo picks up Hagan’s body and takes 

it to a small graveyard in the back.  He spends the next few hours digging Hagan’s grave.  Scene from 

page 1 of Carlo running desperately down the hill. Flash to present.  

Page 57: “I’m sorry il mio amore”, Carlo says to his wife.  They both know what Carlo must do now.  

Carlo kisses his wife and hugs Leif goodbye.  Carlo puts Lou’s pistol in a jacket pocket and returns to the 

church. Carlo spends the night in the church, reading from the bible, praying, lighting candles in memory 

of his mentor.   

Pages 58-62: Carlo wakes.   He gets up and walks to the front door.  He opens it a crack.  A line of 

mobsters, including Lou all armed with guns await him.  Carlo takes a deep breath, opens the doors, and 

slides behind the open door.  A shootout ensues.  Carlo is injured but manages to kill a few gangsters with 

what few bullets he has.  Carlo is fatally wounded as Lou comes from behind and shoots him in the lower 

back. 

Pages 63-64: As Carlo sits on his knees bleeding out, Lou comes in front of him ready to deliver the final 

shot. Carlo uses his last bullet to deliver a fatal wound in Lou’s stomach and collapses. Lou fires a few 

meaningless shots in anger, but Carlo is already dead.  Lou crawls out of the church, bleeding out.  He 

begs for help form what’s left of his mafia cohorts, but they snicker and leave him to die. 

Pages 65: Flash forward to 5 years later.  Kari is now the owner of the tavern, her son, five year old, Hans 

sits on the bar talking to patrons, asking them questions about themselves.  Leif is the bartender.  A 

picture of Carlo, Lars and Kari from six years ago sits on the wall behind the bar.  

 

 


